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2017 SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Assignment #1:  
Read and annotate (sample included in the packet) Purple Hibiscus  by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. When you 
annotate a text, you make notes in the margins or at the top and bottom of pages. Annotations can also be made 
within the text, as underlined words, circled phrases, and bracketed sentences or paragraphs. Annotations may also 
assume the form of arrows, question marks, and various other marks. 
Annotating a literary work offers a convenient and relatively painless way to begin writing about it. Annotating can 
get you started zeroing in on what you think interesting or important. You can also annotate to flag details that 
puzzle or trouble you. 
Your markings serve to focus your attention and clarify your understanding of a story or novel. Your annotations can 
save you time in rereading or studying a work. And they can also be used when you write a more formal paper. 
Because we want you to develop the habit of annotating to truly clarify your own understanding of a literary work, 
you will receive points for a homework check simply for demonstrating a genuine attempt to record your 
engagement with the text.  
More significantly, you will be required to write an in-class, on-demand essay in response to the book during the first 
week of school. You will be able to use your book and annotations as a resource. Obviously, thorough and 
thoughtful annotations innately will lead to a more critical and well-supported response. 
Assignment #2:  
An important objective of our course is to increase awareness of human values, attitudes, and behavior. So, in 
addition to the novel, read and annotate all seven short stories in the English 10 Accelerated Summer Reading 2017 
packet (available at The Hangar, the SHS bookstore, for $3).  
Then, using two  of the short stories from the collection, craft a 500-750 word response (about two pages) addressing 
the following question: 

Reading diverse literature encourages you to recognize a common humanity through time and across space. All 
humans share a need for things like love and friendship, for the respect of oneself and others, for a secure and 
beautiful environment, or for a sense of personal accomplishment. Identify a common need that is evident in two 
short stories you read this summer. Then, write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how  that need is 
revealed in the selected stories. Use specifics from each of the two stories to support your assertion: do not 
merely summarize the plots. 

In addition, be prepared to participate in a graded class discussion regarding a story or stories of the teacher’s 
choosing. 
The goal of the assignments is not simply to establish that you have read the materials; we want you to demonstrate 
that you have critically thought about them as well. Therefore, assignments will be evaluated on originality, depth of 
content and analysis, and organizational unity and coherence. Students should also utilize powerful word choice 
avoiding trite language. 
The response should be typed using MLA format: consult http://owl.english.purdue.edu/  The Purdue Online Writing 
Lab (OWL). 
The annotations of the novel and packet as well as the processed essay are due on the first day of class: 
Thursday, August 18. 
LATE WORK POLICY: Because students in Accelerated English classes are expected to meet deadlines throughout the 
year, no credit  will be given for late summer assignments. Furthermore, if a student does not have the assessments 
that are due on the first day of class completed and turned in on time, then he/she must meet with his/her parent(s) 
and the teacher within the first three days of class to determine if placement in Accelerated English 10 is appropriate. 


